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2006 Home Design Trends

Energy Tax Credit

Greetings! New American Home 2009
Each month we feature news and articles of interest to keep the
community informed about technology and products available to build
better, more economical and energy efficient buildings.

Don't forget to check out the Upcoming Events section for our latest
class schedules and appearances.

If you have a testimonial or item of interest to share with our readers,
we would love to hear from you! Please e-mail us so that we may print
it in our next issue.

"Eighty-six percent of Americans would
choose one home over another based

on its energy efficiency."”
-Energy Pulse

"Seventy-eight percent of Americans who just bought
homes say nobody talked to them about energy

efficiency during the buying process."
-Energy Pulse
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Home Design Trends Survey

In an effort to address rapidly escalating home energy costs,
homeowners are reacting with a sharp increase in the preference for
energy-efficient management systems and products. That's the key
finding of a "Home Design Trends Survey" conducted by the American
Institute of Architects (AIA).

According to the survey results, rising gasoline prices and more
flexible telecommuting opportunities have led to the second
consecutive year in which home offices are the most popular special-
function room in today's homes. Media and home theaters are the
second-most popular special-function room.

The AIA Home Design Trend Survey is conducted quarterly with a
panel of 500 architecture firms that concentrate their practice in the
residential sector.

AlA Home Design Trends Survey Highlights

Most Popular Special Function Room 2006 2005

Home Office 49% 31%
Media/Home Theater 21% 21%
Exercise/Fitness 6% 3%
Products 2006 2005
Energy-Efficient 68% 66%
Low Maintenance 61% 51%
Tankless Water Heaters 58% N/A
Systems/Technologies 2006 2005
Wireless Telecom/Data 67% 70%
Energy Management 54% 38%
Central Audio 40%  48%
Special Home Features 2006 2005
Extra Insulation 45% N/A
Ramps/Elevators 41% N/A
Hurricane-Resistant Design 34% N/A

Source: American Institute of Architects (AlA)

Energy-Efficient Home Tax Credit Extended

Under the Federal Energy Policy Act of 2005, home builders can qualify for a tax credit of up to
$2,000 per home for improving the energy efficiency of new homes. The Emergency Economic
Stabilization Act of 2008 extended the deadline through December 31, 2009. Note: The person
whose name is on the building permit can apply for the credit.

The original energy efficiency tax credit was in effect for homes built between January 1, 2006, and
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